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this step but the sense of shame, which I en-
deavoured to excite in them by every epithet
but that of men and sailors.
To follow up this volley of reproaches by an
example of encouragement, my servant and
myself commenced baling in the lee-waist with
buckets ; and in little more than half an hour
the deck was perfectly clear. We next had all
the weighty and bulky articles, with which the
deck was crowded fore and aft, removed in
amid-ships, to ease the vessel's rolling and
plunging in the sea j and being now under a
double-reefed topsail and course, with all the
smaller sails furled, we lay-to in safety*
The tone of command which I had thus un-
willingly, but, as I thought, prudently assumed,
seemed to give great offence to the passengers ;
but as they were all now helpless from sea-sick-
ness, their murmurs were of less avail. The
captain and the crew, on the other hand, though
they at first expressed some repugnance at my
opposition to their wishes, subsequently evinced
a confidence in my direction beyond even my
expectation; for the bare suggestion of a sail
being badly trimmed, a rope too taut, or the
helm ill managed, was sufficient to obtain the
necessary amendment of the evil.
We all passed the day uncomfortably; the
breaking sea rendering it impossible to cook any